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Cincinnati Art Museum to present the largest display of 
American folk art in its history with  

A Shared Legacy June 10–September 3 
The exhibition is drawn from the Barbara L. Gordon Collection and is organized and circulated by  

Art Services International, Alexandria, Virginia 
 

CINCINNATI—View an exceptional presentation of 
American folk art at the Cincinnati Art Museum with A 
Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America, June 10– 
September 3.  
 
Comprised of more than 100 pieces made between 1800 
and 1925, including approximately 60 works from the 
celebrated collection of Barbara L. Gordon and 40 
regional loans, this is the largest representation of 
historical American folk art in the history of the museum. 
 
A Shared Legacy celebrates art rooted in personal and 
cultural identity and made by self-taught or minimally 
trained artists. Created for ordinary people rather than 
society’s upper tier, folk art was the prevalent art form in 
the United States for more than a century. 
 

A Shared Legacy showcases the extraordinary imagination and powerful design of American folk artists, 

some acclaimed and many unknown. Made primarily in New England, the mid-Atlantic and the Midwest, the 

works in the exhibition illuminate a vast diversity of expression, from paintings, sculpture and furniture to 

trade signs, samplers and ceramics. Iconic works by Edward Hicks, Ammi Phillips and other well-known 

artists are featured in the selection of paintings, which includes vivid still lifes, landscapes and portraits. 

Exuberantly painted furniture and fraktur (decorated manuscripts) from German American communities are 

an exhibition highlight.   

The objects on loan from collectors in the Cincinnati region celebrate the great enthusiasm for folk art in the 
area. They range from portraits and carved animals to quilts, furniture and other items designed to enhance 
one’s everyday surroundings and routine. A number of Ohio-made pieces are featured, as well as an early 
American rooster weathervane and a pair of Maine portraits by John Brewster, Jr. that are recent donations 
to the museum’s permanent collection. 
 
A Shared Legacy exemplifies the preservation of personal and cultural identity in America. All of the works in 
the exhibition reflect the breadth of American creative expression during a period of enormous political, 
social and cultural change.  
 
Julie Aronson, curator of American Paintings, Sculpture and Drawings at the Cincinnati Art Museum, and 
Amy Dehan, curator of Decorative Art and Design, lead the exhibition in Cincinnati.  
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“With its unique combination of the stellar works acquired by Barbara L. Gordon and the equally fine 
examples from the regional community, the Cincinnati presentation of A Shared Legacy is a tribute to the 
collectors’ eye for quality, love of history and dedication to preserving the creative expression of everyday 
Americans,” said Aronson. 
 
“A Shared Legacy builds on the Cincinnati Art Museum’s dedication to preserving and presenting the best 
examples of folk art for our community,” said Dehan. “These works tell a vibrant, multi-cultural, American 
story, and given the range of extraordinary objects in this exhibition—many colorful, whimsical, and light-
hearted—it holds an appeal for visitors of all ages, tastes and backgrounds.” 
 
This exhibition will be on view in the Western & Southern Galleries (G232 and 233). As a companion to the 
exhibition, the museum presents American Folk Art Watercolors and Drawings, a display of rarely seen 
works from the permanent collection, from May 6–September 17, in the Albert E. Heekin and Bertha E. 
Heekin Gallery (G212). Other intriguing selections from the museum’s expanding folk art collection are on 
view in the PNC Gallery (G219).  
 
A Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America is drawn from the Barbara L. Gordon Collection and is organized and 
circulated by Art Services International, Alexandria, Virginia. It made its debut at the American Folk Art 
Museum in New York City and was recently featured at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, the Memphis 
Brooks Museum of Art and the Nevada Museum of Art. Accompanying the exhibition is a full-color catalog 
co-published by ASI and the international publishing firm SKIRA/Rizzoli. 
 
The Cincinnati Art Museum’s display of A Shared Legacy is presented by Fund Evaluation Group and LPK.  
 
Special exhibition tickets required for admission. All ticketed exhibitions are free for museum members. Non-
members may purchase tickets at cincinnatiartmuseum.org or at the museum. $10 ticket for adults; $5 for 
children ages 6–17 and college students with ID. Other discounts available. 
 
 
Image credit: Attributed to Edward Hicks (1780–1849), United States, The Peaceable Kingdom with the 
Leopard of Serenity, 1835–40, oil on canvas, 26 x 29 ½ in. (66 x 74.9 cm), Courtesy of the Barbara L. 
Gordon Collection 
 

### 
 
About the Cincinnati Art Museum 
The Cincinnati Art Museum is supported by the generosity of individuals and businesses that give annually to 
ArtsWave. The Ohio Arts Council helps fund the Cincinnati Art Museum with state tax dollars to encourage 
economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The Cincinnati Art 
Museum gratefully acknowledges operating support from the City of Cincinnati, as well as our members. 
 
General admission to the Cincinnati Art Museum is always free. The museum is open Tuesday–Sunday, 11 
a.m.–5 p.m. with extended Thursday hours until 8 p.m. cincinnatiartmuseum.org. 
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Cincinnati Art Museum  
A Shared Legacy highlighted programs 

 
June 8, 7 p.m. 
Lecture: Neither Common nor Everyday: The Barbara Gordon Folk Art Collection 
Curator and writer Richard Miller will discuss the amazing collection on display in A Shared Legacy: Folk Art 
in America. Free for members. $10 general admission. Reservations recommended. 
cincinnatiartmuseum.org/calendar 
 
June 18, 1–3 p.m. 
Creative Encounters: Folk Art 
Explore the museum, experiment with art and express your creativity in this monthly program for adult 
visitors. Learn about some of the self-taught artists from A Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America before 
creating your own project. Reservations required. $10 general admission, $5 for members and college 
students. cincinnatiartmuseum.org/calendar 
 
June 30, 5–9 p.m. 
Art After Dark: CAM Carnival 
Come one, come all to the Cincinnati Art Museum’s “CAM Carnival” celebration of the special exhibition A 
Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America. Guests may enjoy live music, carnival games, hotdogs from U-Lucky 
Dawg, cash bars and exclusive access to the entire museum. Free admission to the museum and special 
exhibitions during this event. Free parking. No RSVP required. #artafterdarkcincy #FolkYeah 
cincinnatiartmuseum.org/artafterdark 
 
July 9, 2 p.m. 
Muse: Folk Music and Art 
This program connects music and art by featuring live concerts as well as a gallery discussion. Join us this 
month to compare folk music to artwork in A Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America. Free. Reservations not 
required. cincinnatiartmuseum.org/calendar 
 
August 12, 2 p.m. 
In Depth: A Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America with Curator of Decorative Arts and Design Amy 
Dehan and Curator of American Painting and Sculpture Julie Aronson 
Take a closer look at our latest special exhibition with the Cincinnati Art Museum curators, who will guide 
visitors through the vibrant world of folk art. Free. Reservations required. cincinnatiartmuseum.org/calendar 
 
August 19, 1 p.m. 
Public Tour with ASL Interpretation: A Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America 
During this public tour of our lively special exhibition A Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America, a certified 
American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter joins a trained docent for a guided tour. Free. Reservations 
recommended. cincinnatiartmuseum.org/calendar 
 
September 2, 12–4 p.m. 
Family First Saturday: D.I.Y.  
We’re celebrating our exhibition A Shared Legacy: Folk Art in America with free, fun, family activities that 
focus on all things homemade and "do-it-yourself." Enjoy a special scavenger hunt, visits from local artists, 
hands-on art-making and much more. Free. Reservations not required. cincinnatiartmuseum.org/calendar 
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